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Shoulder to shoulder 
YGDMS June Newsletter. 

 
This bulletin is about our camp early in May and about a much more adventurous trip
up the Canning Track in W.A.
George had inspected a sensational site near Picola about 50 k North of Shepparton on
the Broken Creek. He had even dug a toilet facility a few days before we arrived.
Setting up the camp was easy as George and other able men did the yakka-even set up
my luxurious sleeping facility including a swag.
We were soon swapping yarns around the camp fire and knocking off some high class
Acacia Ridge wine. Good way of getting to know the others----Kevin, Keith, Joe and his
mate Bob. There were a couple of rough diamonds in this group and their stories were
hilarious. When we were younger we talked about footy and sheilas. Now it’s more
about our current medical problems-Prostate, hips, knees and in my case how to lose
weight. Open another one Kev!
The camp food was great and we had a whopping meal at the local tiny pub.
Good to get away from it all, even if it is just 3 days, and no fish to speak of.
No showers so we were a trifle high when we returned to our wife’s embrace - not  
immediately! - go and have a shower and a shave!
Now the Canning Track!
I have spoken to Tom Steele who did the track a few years ago and John Robertson
who plans to undertake this number one four wheel drive challenge in about 3 weeks.
Tom explained he spent over 3 weeks mounting one sand dune after another.
The track is an old stock route, 1800km long, starting 350K North East of Perth. No
drinking water on the way other than an Aboriginal community who provide water and
fuel about half way.
 
Victorian Men’s Shed Association at Catered Coffee Morning: 
Phil Keily Vice President, VMSA was our guest speaker at our last catered coffee 
morning held on Wednesday 31st May 2017. Phil encouraged us to participate in any of 
three gatherings VMSA held each year at various locations around Victoria. He also 
suggested we form ‘clusters’ (geographically common Shed groups) to expand our 
network and knowledge base. Phil address was well received and we thank him for 
making his volunteer time available to us. 
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AGM: 
We have set the date for our AGM – 26th July 2017 at the Shed commencing 10AM. 
Notices and other related documents will be issued over the coming weeks. 
 
Membership renewals: 
Memberships are due for renewal on 1st July 2017. Notices have all been issued. We 
ask that you return the notices with any change to your details noted so that we may 
update our data base. We have also requested that you include your date of birth – 
Alan Andrews wants to track birthdays as they occur during the year. Additionally, in 
case of an emergency, health professionals will ask the age of a patient so, with your 
date of birth held on record, we’ll be able to tell them. Please note also the 
membership has been increased by $5 to $45. 
 
Projects: 
The Woori Yallock Child Minding Centre project has now been completed 
 
A ‘George Special’ park bench has been sold. 
 
Restoration works for Animal Aid is underway. 
 

We’ve also made a bird feeder, fixed toys and repaired a milking chair. 
 
And just in, we’ve received a request to build more possum boxes. 
 
Community event – Winter Lights Festival: 
Coming up in Yarra Glen on 5th August will be the third Winder Lights Festival – we look 
forward to that. The Festival Committee is holding a pre-event fund-raiser on 18th June 
at Hargreaves Hill commencing 5PM. Cost of entry will be $20 and will help meet the 
costs of running the Festival. So, if you can, get along on the 18th June and on the 5th 
August. 
 
Open day: 
We held a successful open day earlier this year. Well, next year it’s proposed to hold 
same-day-open-days for all Anzac Ave groups – Men’s Shed, Bowling Club, Living and 
Learning Centre, Pre-Scholl, Fire Brigade, and Memo Hall user groups. There’ much 
planning to do but we’ll keep you posted as things develop. 
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Exhaust fans installed: 
Tom Hardstaff toiled hard for nearly a day to install 2 exhaust fans into the wood shop. 
They’re designed to extract particulate so as to maintain an even safer working 
environment for our men. 
 
New members 
We warmly welcome our two newest members, Mark Drew and Ricky Cross. Please 
make yourselves known to them. 
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There are a number of bores along the way providing water for washing and maybe a 
refreshing dip.  
Tom told me this trip was his most memorable-different scenery every time he topped 
a dune-Salt Bush, Desert Oak forests, windswept tall grasses far as the eye can see.  
Tom’s was one of 4 vehicles and all went well until Tom was on his way home .  
AT Maria on the SA/NT border a piston blew out. This was due to overheating 
following air filter malfunction. RACV we most helpful and made sure Tom made it 
home safely. The Nissan arrived back a few weeks later. The repair job was the most 
expensive part of the holiday. O well, It’s only money-cant’ take it with you. In any case 
your holiday was a million dollar experience  
John is currently rejigging his Land Cruiser and preparing to sleep in a swag and 
stretcher. . All his tucker is vacuum packed which is a smart idea. John and his son Greg 
should have a great few weeks in our stunning wilderness. looking forward to hearing 
of your adventure when you return John.  
Gavan Oakley 


